Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often diflicult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parlies, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the plus We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a b<x>k is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means il can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's hooks while helping authors ami publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull text of this book on I lie web 
at |http : //books . qooqle . com/| 



5344 • &5>5". 25 



HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY 




FROM THE 

Cjamf Schiinanamitjacksori 

FUND 
FOR THE PURCHASE OF BOOKS ON 

Social Welfare &Moral Philosophy 

OVEN IN HONOR OF HIS RMtENTS.THEIR SMPUCTTY 
SINCERITY AND FEARLESSNESS 




fh'* *AN EPISTLE 



TO 



4F?Utti»0 



OF 



GREAT BRITAIN 



AND 



IRELAND. 



T^T^ * ^v^^ 



■ » »■ ■ | T l **+ffm^ t * 



By MARY JESUP. 



i 



1 



* • 



m 



1 i »n mn i f 



%ottoon 






PRINTED EY WILLIAM AND SAMU2& GRATEl^ 

8BEllBO]t!l£ LANK* 



ate 



1820. 



Ltf5>a4.uir.fc£ 



har.va.rdA 

universityi 

library i 

NOV 251941/ 



#' 



■ » ■ • 



< r 



as epistle; 






Dear FniENDs r 

PROMPTED by motives of Gospel love to- 
wards my fellow professors, and by a desire 
for the exaltation of Christ's kingdom in their 
hearts, 1 venture to address them on a subject 
which appear* to me to be of the first importance. 
I have neither the tongue nor the pen of the 
learned to employ in this service, but I believe * 
this ought not to prevent my expressing, in the 
simplicity \bf my heart, the exercise I have long 
been under on behalf of th& members of our reli- 
gious Society ; that they may increasingly become 
a spiritually minded people ; such were the Pri- ' 
mitrce Christians ; such, there is reason to believe, 
were our early Friends ;: Would it not be well for 
us to consider by what means we also may be ena- 
bled to " walk in the spirit " a with persevering 
watchfulness. To engage in religious performan- 
ces with unprepared hearts, would not promote 
this desirable end ; but 1 would encourage all 
classes amongst us to be vigilant in waiting for 
ability to perform the indispensable duties of 
mental Prayer and Praise : and this not only in 
religious meetings, and when families are cotiee* 
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ted for the purposeof reading the Holy Scriptures, 
but that care be taken daily to dedicate a portion 
of time, to withdraw from our temporal engage- 
ments; and, even literally, where it maybe, toenter 
into the closet or private apartment and shut the 
floor, that we may te secluded from all outward 
interruption : such an effort to disengage our 
minds from hindering things it is believed would 
prove an acceptable sacrifice in the sight of Him 
who seeth in secret. And though discouragement 
might at times be felt, because " the flesh is weak;" 
yet, if there be but a patient waiting for holy help* 
and a steady perseverance in u looking unto Jesus, 
" the Author and Finisher of our Faith," there is 
ground to believe, that a capacity would be wit- 
nessed, to bow acceptably at the footstool of 
Divine Mercy, and to offer up our petitions for 
ability to "lay aside every weight and the sin 
u which doth so'easily beset,. and to run with pa- 
4 * tience the race that is set before us ! " b Shoald 
this address obtain general circulation, I frost ft 
will fall into * the hands of many, who can testify 
.from blessed experience, that at seaso-ns, when 
they have retired in a state of dryness and in$en~ 
sibilitj/, light has arisen, and they have been 
favoured to experience a true " hunger and thirst 
4 * after righteousness ;" so that they have been 
made sensible that the Spirit hath indeed helped 
their infirmities, and made intercession for them. 

I do not assert that every rightly exercised 
mind will, at all times, derive sensible encourage* 
meat and consolation from this practice ; but I 
fully believe it is nevertheless our duty to place 
ourselves in a situation the most likely to draw 
down the divine blessing upon us. There will 
doubtless be times, when we shall have u the sen* 
"tence of death in ourselves, that we should not 
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"trust in ourselves, but in Go<1 ; which raiseth the 
"dead ; " d but this will humble the Creature, and 
promote our growth in grace, and spiritual ad- 
vancement, perhaps as much as those seasons 
wherein sensible refreshment is dispensed : allo\p 
me, therefore, my dear Friends, to impress upon 
your minds the necessity of faithfulness in the 
discbarge of so great a duty as that of "watching 
" unto prayer : we read that our Blessed Lord 
"spake a parable to this end, that men ought 
"always to pray and' not to faint ;" e in another 
place he says "Verily ! Verily ! I say unto you^ 
*< whatsoever ye shall ask the Father, in my name r 
" he will give it you ;" " ask and ye shall receive, 
" that your joy may be full :" £ . And again, " If 
" ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
"your Children,. how much more shall your Hea- 
" venly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
" ask him : Ve Surely the encouragement thus held 
out by the highest Authority should strengthen 
our Faith in his promises.. "Let us, therefore, come 
" boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we may 
" obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
"need."* 

To those who thus* reverently wait upon the 
Lord, 1 believe it seldom occurs but that a renewal 
of Spiritual Strength is experienced, and a degree 
of ability witnessed to offer up our petitions " unto 
" Him that is able to keepus from falling, and to 
" present usr foul t less before the presence of his 
" glory with exceeding joy :" l and who that has 
been thus exercised in the opening of the day^ but 
would be impressed through the course of it with 
a sense of the necessity of endeavouring to che- 
rislt the Spirit of Prayer ; that when he mixes 
with society a holy restraint may be felt, lest 
there should be any departure from the paths of 
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duty ? This watcMul disposition of mind weald 
Beither be productive of a gloomy reserve f|©r 
preclude the enjoyment of social intercourse; bat 
would expand ear hearts in lore and charity to* 
wards our fellow mortals, and in desire that we 
might be preserved from putting u a stumbling 
K Hock or an occasion to fall in our brother's 
* way :" j s who doles not see the spiritual advan- 
tage that would result from having the mind thus 
impressed, day by day, with a sense of its duty to 
God and Man; and, with a conviction, that in 
order to perform this duty, divine assistance must 
be reverently waited for ? 

Thus, sensible of the incalculable benefits of 
retirement, I am anxious to prevail upon all my 
Friends to avail themselves of the privilege, to 
press through the crowd of impediments which 
may obstruct their perseverance in this important 
duty ; should they even seem, when faith is at a 
low ebb, like insurmountable difficulties : it is 
admitted, that, in some situations in life, the time 
devoted to this purpose, must, of necessity, be short t 
but if very little time can be prudently spared 
from domestic or other duties, that little, rightly 
spent, may prove as acceptable to the Searcher of 
Hearts, as the Widow's Mite which was cast into 
the Treasury : Again, Persons in health, by early 
rising, may always secure a portion of time for 
this important service, before the occupations of 
the day commence : — Thus, the Man of Business 
may be enabled to cultivate the Spirit of Prayer; 
and if his "eye be single," his whole body will 
" be full of light," so that his spiritual perception 
"will be quick, and he will the more readily dis- 
cover the snares which the adversary of man's 
happiness is continually laying to entangle the ' 
unwary. If this watchful state of mind be che- 
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ribbed, devotional feeling there Is every reosoif 
to hope, will so prevail in the evening, that sleep 
will not be given to the eyes^. nor slumber to the 
•yelidsy witil some time has been spent in reve- 
rently drawing nigh unto Him, whose we are, and 
whom w$ ought faithfully to serve. v 

A Mother, whose incumbrances may be many, 
in attending to her infant charge and to other 
necessary cares, will find that a few minutes thus 
spent in reverential awe r at the footstool of Di- 
vine Mercy, will not be to her y time lost 1 ; on the 
contrary, she will thereby be enabled to cast bet 
care on Him; who is u touched with the feeling or 
** our infirmities,"* and be encouraged to commit 
the keeping of her soul, with the seals of ber 
offspring, to a faithful Creator. 

In an especial manner, 1 wish to encourage* 
diffident minds, who may be tempted to think it 
almost presumption in them to expect, that the- 
spirit of prayer shotgld be vouchsafed to any sa 
uriworthy as they feel themselves to be; may 
such be animated to begin and persevere m the* 
practice here recommended ; ' for there is n^ 
doubt, with me, if they thus present themselves 
before the Lord, in humility and abasednesa of 
soul, but. that the blessing which they seek will 
be mercifully dispensed. 

And, oh ! how thankful should I be if any no- 
minal professor amongst us, who may have for- 
gotten his Heavenly Father, or neglected his 
duty towards him, days without number, might, 
be awakened to a sense of his dangerous situa- 
tion : and should any such be so smitten with 
remorse as to fear that his iniquities will tor ever 
separate between him and his God, let him net 
despair, but remember that the Saviour declared, 
** I came not to call the righteous but sinners to 



* repentance. 9 ' Instead, then, of the awakened! 
soul endeavouring, like our first parents, to hide 
himself from the All-seeing Eye because be is 
afraid ; let him consider how awfully affecting it 
would be,, if, in such a state of alienation from 
his Maker,, he should be summoned to appear, 
in another state of existence, before the Judge 
of all the Earth: may such an awful reflection' 
induce him- to flee to our great advocate, 
" Jesus Christ? the righteous," who is " the pro- 
"pitiation for our sins," and not for. ours only, 
*' butalsoforthesinsof thewhole world;" 1 trusting 
in his mercy, who is " able to save them to the 
" uttermost that come unto God by him; seeing he 
u ever liveth to make intercession for them." m 
JLet all such be encouraged to humble themselves 
". under the mighty hand of God," and listen to 
the Apostolic counsel, "Repent ye, therefore, and 
" be converted,, that your sins may be blotted out 
" when the times of refreshing shall come from the 
" presence of the Lord."* 

* The poor, penitent, humbled under a sense of 
transgression,, waiting upon the Lord in daily 
retirement, and patiently "bearing his indignation, 
*' because he hath sinned against him,"° will come 
to witness a capacity to " sorrow after a godly 
" manner, 7 ' and, in a degree of faith,, to adopt the 
language, " Lord, if thou wilt thou canst make 
." me clean ;" and if he sincerely confess his sins, 
God is " faithful and just to forgive him his sins, 
" and to cleanse him from all unrighteousness." * 
.Then will he be enabled to- pray with the Spirit 
and " with the understanding also/' May per* 
tiens of this description, come, taste, and see for 
themselves, that the Lord is gracious ; that he is 
Mercifully disposed to " heal their baekslrdiwgs 
^ and love them freely."* If these submit to have 
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ttieir steps ordered of the Lord, fhey may in dtie 
time be enabled experimentally to adopt the 
words of the Psalmist, w I waited patiently for 
a the Lord, and he inclined unto me, and heard my 
**cry; he brought me up also out of an horrible^ 
*^pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a 
u rock, and established my goings; and he hatlr - 
"put a new sbng in my month, even praise unto 
"our God."' 

Those who have been measurably purified amfr 
enlightened, so as to have a deep and abiding 
sense of the incalculable value of immortal souls*, 
and whatsis due from dependent creatures to- 
wards the Author of our being, will not only 
experience a living exercise of spirit on their 
own account, bnt will be likely at seasons to/feel 
their hearts enlarged to supplicate for their fern i^ 
lies, their connexions, their friends, and the 
vrhole family of man, agreeably to the advice of 
Apostle Paul, in the 1st of Timothy 2nd Chap*. 
1st to the Tth verse, viz: " 1 exhort, therefore*. 
a tha?t, first of all, supplications, prayers, inter- 
u cessions, and giving of thanks, be made for. $11 
4fi men; for kings, and for all that are in authority; 
*' that we may lead a quiet and peaceable' life* 
<* in all godliness and honesty.-*-For this is good 

* and acceptable in the sight of God, our Saviour,, 

* who will have all men to be saved, and to comte 
w unto the knowledge of the troth." This com* 
forting assurance of the universality of the love 
of God, may encourage us to intercede for those 
who appear dead in trespasses and sins, when 
we are favoured with access to the throne of 
grace, even as the same Apostle exhorts, " I will* 
** therefore, that men pray everywhere, lifting tip 

* holy hands without wrath aaddotthting." Bfaoy 
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indeed are the iniquities and transgressions wWclfc 
abound in this land$ some of its inhabitants who* 
have the form of godliness, are, it is to befeared r 
strangers to the power thereof; there are other* 
who have even " denied the Lord that bought- 
" them/' and are in danger, of u bringing upon* 
" themselves swift destruction." 8 Because of these- 
things,, the hearts of the rigbteous r among the- 
various religious denominations, are made sad r 
perhaps justly fearing, lest the awful language 
should, in effect^ go forth from the Most High ;. 
*' Shall I not visit for these things ; shall not nur 
H soul be avenged on such a nation as thisll' 1 I> 
have a firm persuasion, that sincere prayers have 
been offered up by many for the continued exten- 
sion of that Divine Mercy, which has hitherto* 
preserved and distinguished this highly favored 
nation in a remarkable manner. Here I would, 
enforce on the minds of my fellow professors^ 
the necessity there is for a guard on our part*, 
on the one hand, that we do not engage in any 
devotional act, in the activity of our own will r 
and, on the other, lest we should,, through un*- 
watchfulness,* indifference, and the love of x ease y 
deprive ourselves of a capacity to " know the> 
u mind of the spirit,"* whereby we raightbe.enabled 
at times, acceptably to petition that the spirit of 
infidelity might be checked, and .that those whose' 
precious souls are in jeopardy, might yet be* 
turned " from darkness to light,, and from ther 
u power of Satan unto God."*" 

Finally, My Brethren and Sisters, may "ther 
a God of Peace, who brought again from the dead 
" our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd ofthe Sheep^ 
u through the blood ofthe everlasting covenant 
u make you per feet in every good work to doiufe 
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* c will, working iiryou tfiat which is well pleasing 
~* c in bis sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be 
* 4 Glory for ever and ever. Amen," w 
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